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J h u m pa Lahiri, Interpreter of 
Maladies (Houghton Miffli n,  
1999); Amit Chaudhuri, Freedom 
Song ( Knopf, 2000); Manil Suri, 
The Death of Vishnu ( Norton, 
200 1 ) .  
These beautifully crafted 
works of fiction provide a 
window into contemporary India 
and Indian i mmigrant life. They 
represent the growing body of 
i m portant fiction by Indians, 
writi ng in English, who have 
i nherited the mantle of the novel 
of social realism from its 19th­
and early-20th century British 
and European proponents. 
Interpreter of Maladies is  a 
luminous, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
collection of stories set in India 
and New England. The author 
examines Indian i m migrants 
from the point of view of 
European-Americans and of 
resident Indians, and reveals the 
poignant America of newly 
arrived or temporarily resident 
Indians. Freedom Song is a 
collection of three autobio­
graphical novels set in Bom bay, 
Calcutta and England. 
Chaudhuri's poetic descriptions 
fix in amber the scenes and 
characters of his childhood and 
youth, forming a testament to 
the extended Bengali family and 
the cultural traditions of India. 
The Death of Vishnu is a moving, 
surprisi ngly upbeat meditation 
on the death of a servant in  a 
Bombay apartment buildi ng, 
which becomes a n  allegory of 
conte m porary India with its 
ethnic, religious and caste 
divisions, as well as a Hindu 
allegory of the soul's progressive 
i n carnations. 
The good news from India 
and its Diaspora is that "the 
death of the novel," feared and 
heralded by post -modern critics, 
has been postponed yet agai n .  
Or perhaps Charles Dickens, 
George Eliot and Virginia Woolf 
have been rei ncarnated. 
- Robin Visel, English 
Janisse Ray, Ecology of a Cracker 
Childhood (Milkweed Editions, 
1999) . 
Ray grew up in a junkyard 
in Baxley, Ga.,  near a longleaf 
pine forest, most of which are 
now nearly extinct from the 
South because of excessive 
loggi ng.  Her book is a memoir 
as well as an exploration and 
appreciation of the natural world 
of south Georgia. She weaves 
lyrical adult perceptions of the 
human and natural beauty she 
saw around her and pens direct 
and detailed stories of her poor, 
white, "Cracker" family, unusual 
for its Pentecostal religion ,  
mental illness and crafty 
i ngenuity. 
The book has been selected 
for Furman's freshman sum mer 
reading progra m .  The author 
will visit Furma n  i n  October to 
meet with students and discuss 
her work. 
- Judith G. Bainbridge, 
English 
Richard Ben Cramer, Joe 
DiMaggio: The Hero's Life 
(Si mon & Schuster, 2000) . 
This fasci nating biography 
of one of America's biggest 
heroes u ncovers not only 
DiMaggio's tremendous talent, 
but also his greed and loneliness. 
DiMaggio did not cooperate with 
Cramer, who took five years to 
research and write the story of 
the i m migrant's son who grew 
up in San Francisco's Sicilian 
ghetto in the 1920s and '30s 
and lived a glamorous life among 
mobsters and movie stars in  New 
York in the '40s and '50s. This 
biography is a study of what it 
takes to create a hero - and 
the costs associated with the 
creation of that image. 
- Bill Pierce, 
Health and Exercise Science 
FROM ALUMNI 
Aubrey C .  Daniels ' 5 7 ,  Other 
People's Habits: How to Use 
Positive Reinforcement to Bring 
Out the Best in People Around 
You (McGraw-Hi ll, 2000) . 
Daniels, who received the 
university's Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 1998, is widely recog­
nized as a pioneer in the field 
of performance management, a 
scientifically based method of 
managing people so that they 
perform at optimum levels. The 
publisher says that this book 
can help "bring about the 
behaviors you desire in  others 
- and in yourself. Other 
People's Habits provides a 
consistent intellectual approach 
to i m provi ng performance and 
desig ning practical, tactical 
interventions with people in  our 
personal lives that are likely to 
have significant positive effects 
on their behavior." 
Phyllis Tickle '61 ( M .A.) ,  The 
Shaping of a Life: A Spiritual 
Landscape ( Doubleday, 2001).  
The latest work from Tickle, 
contributing editor in religion 
for Publisher's Weekly and author 
of over two dozen books, is a 
deeply personal spiritual memoir 
about her early life that com­
bines humor with serious 
reflection.  Library Journal says 
that Tickle starts by "citing the 
two dominant themes in her life 
learned from her parents: the 
love of words and discipline i n  
prayer." From this foundation, 
she "weaves together events 
that both i nformed her spiri­
tuality and honed skills of 
observation,  i n cluding a near­
death experience followi ng a 
miscarriage." 
Tickle has also recently 
authored a three-part series of 
books on prayer. The third 
volume in The Divine Hours series 
is scheduled for release this fall. 
Gary E. Parker '76, Highland 
Hopes ( Bethany House, 200 1 ) .  
T h e  prolific and versatile 
Parker, who seems to publish a 
novel or novella every year, steps 
away from the focus of his 
previous full-length work, a story 
of i nternational i ntrigue called 
The Ephesus Fragment, and 
comes back closer to home in 
this i nitial volume of a series 
called the Blue Ridge Legacy. 
The publisher states, "In this 
powerful first episode, Abigail 
Faith Porter, an unpretentious 
100-year-old matriarch, recounts 
the astounding events of her 
life, beginning with the tragic 
circumstances of her own birth. 
Out of Abby's rich memory, the 
struggles and triumphs of 
'growing up in the hollers of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains' spring to 
life." 
Bill Martin '78, The Radical 
Project: Sartrean 
Investigations ( Rowman and 
Littlefield, 2001) .  
The author, an associate 
professor of philosophy at 
DePaul  University, has penned 
several books on both 
philosophy and progressive rock 
music. The publisher describes 
Sartrean Investigations as "an 
attempt at a political reckoning 
with Sartre . . . .  For people of 
a certain generation,  Sartre 
embodied the spirit of May 1968, 
a rebellion that was also a revolt 
against alienation i n  the West 
and agai nst the actions of 
Western colonialism and 
i m perialism i n  the East and 
South. The Radical Project 
attempts to integrate these two 
sides of Sartre's political theory 
and activism, emphasizing his 
anti-im perialism ." 
Another book by Martin,  
Avant Rock: Experimental Music 
from the Beatles to Bjork, is 
scheduled to be published this 
fall by Open Court. 
